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Press Release Template for Organizations that Support an Income Tax Increase

CITY – (Organization) urges Illinois legislators to stand up for children, families, seniors and people with disabilities by passing a state budget that prevents critical programs from being shut down.  
Like many states, Illinois faces an unprecedented budget shortfall, and without new revenue, services such as child care, preschool, mental health and senior home care will be harder to obtain or vanish altogether.  
*“Quote/anecdote about the kids/families/seniors who rely on X service to get by,” said X.  “The only way to make sure x get what they need is through a balanced, responsible budget that includes new revenue.  Our kids/families/seniors can’t afford to have these services cut or delayed.  We are calling on *legislators to act responsibly by supporting an income tax increase.”

(*If this quote comes from someone who receives services, rather than a provider, that’s great.  And if you can name specific legislators who serve your area, that’s even better.)
[Paragraph about organization and people it serves.  If you can cite the # of people your org. serves, or number of members, or any other way to highlight your local impact, that’s always helpful.]  
X organization has been fighting for a budget that truly serves kids/families/seniors.  Illinois is confronting an extraordinary budget shortfall that is mainly the result of the flagging economy and a structural deficit, rather than spending growth.  “Structural deficit” refers to the built-in deficiencies in our state’s revenue system, which cannot yet produce enough funding to keep up with basic needs.

Closing the budget gap through cuts alone would decimate programs and devastate the families who rely on them.  That’s why X organization concluded that generating new revenue through a modest income tax increase is the only responsible way to achieve a balanced budget solution that maintains basic services while ensuring the state can pay its bills.  
“People are going to be shocked when their local X provider shuts its doors and there’s no place to turn,” said X.  “And it could be for good - anything that closes tomorrow may never be back to serve X community.”

“That’s inexcusable, and there’s a way to stop it: pass a balanced income tax increase with fairness measures to help protect low-income families,” X added.  “We’re calling on legislators to demonstrate leadership during these challenging times and get the state back on track.” 
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