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Percent of Families in Poverty, 2000
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Children who grow up poor are
more likely to have a range of
troubling outcomes: medical
problems, developmental delays,
learning difficulties. As they get
older, they are more likely to drop
out of school, have babies in their
teens and be unemployed. The
South and West sides house the

communities with the highest
concentrations of families living in
poverty.
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Median Family Income, 2000
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Median family income for the entire
City of Chicago is $51,504 for
married couples with children, but
only $19,070 for single mothers
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with children. Communities with the Ashburn

lowest median family income are
clustered in the West and South

sides, where incomes range from
about $14,000 to $32,000.
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Percent of Children Receiving Temporary
Assistance to Needy Families, 2003
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Since federal welfare reform
began, the number of Chicago
children receiving help from
Temporary Assistance to Needy
Families (TANF) declined by 80
percent from 1997 to 2003. Still,
nearly 42,000 children continue to
receive TANF. TANF dependency
fell throughout the city, with the
biggest drops on the North Side. A
main reason for this decline is the

requirement that welfare recipi-
ents work
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