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Our Children’s
Education,
Our Greatest
Investment

By Ricardo Estrada
Erie Elementary Charter School

ere in the Humboldt Park
community, we have at
least 24,197 opportunities
to invest in the lives
of children. That’s the number of
children under 18 who reside in
our diverse community located on
Chicago’s near-northwest side. Proud
as we are of our community, it still
suffers from widespread poverty,
too much violence, low educational
attainment among parents, and a
low level of English literacy among
immigrant families.

Erie Neighborhood House is a
community-based comprehensive
social services organization whose
programs assist low-income families
and immigrant residents in reaching
their full potential. Top-quality
educational opportunities for the
community’s youngest residents are
essential for achieving that mission.
After two years of planning and a
rigorous application process, | am
proud to say that Erie Elementary
Charter School opened its doors on
Sept. 6, 2005 to 80 kindergarten and
first-grade students.

Erie Neighborhood House’s nationally
accredited child care program has
helped children succeed for many
years. The Charter School grew out
of our desire to have even more
impact on young lives. Evidence
clearly demonstrates that children
who receive a quality preschool
experience are more likely to do
well in school, stay out of trouble,
and find good jobs. Helping more
children attend quality preschool
and early education programs today
means they will be better prepared
tomorrow for the responsibilities of
citizenship, community leadership,
and the workplace.

The opening of Erie Elementary
Charter School fulfills the dreams of
many individuals and honors their
hard, dedicated work. A new grade
will be added each year until the goal
of 240 kindergarten through fifth-
grade students is reached in the fall
of 2009. Erie House's after-school
program, featuring a choice-based
curriculum including homework time,
technology access, sports, arts, and
literacy, will also be available at the
school.

Erie Elementary Charter School

is one of just eight organizations
citywide awarded funding from New
Schools for Chicago, a non-profit
organization partnering with Chicago
Public Schools and the city’s business
community to champion the creation
of new, high performing schools.
“We are honored to be entrusted
our society’s greatest privilege

— the education of our community’s
children. Our children’s success will

be a testament to this important public
partnership we call the Erie Elementary
Charter School,” Principal Linda Ponce
de Leon said.

The 80 children who enter Erie
Elementary Charter School this year
constitute just a small part of those
24,197 young lives in our community.
Erie Neighborhood House serves
many of the others in many ways, but
we see this year’s kindergarteners and
first-graders as some of the future
leaders of our community, our city,
and our country. Making a difference
with them is one primary way that
everything else can start changing, too.

Ricardo Estrada is President and CEO of Erie
Elementary Charter School, located at 2510
W. Cortez, Chicago. He previously worked
with Latino Youth Inc., Orphanlink Interna-
tional, University of Chicago Gang Violence
Prevention Program, United Charities and
Chicago Commons, and serves on a number of
advisory boards including Illinois Department
of Human Services Child Care and Develop-
ment Advisory Council, Loyola University’s
Latino Alumni Board and the Mayor’s
Council of Technology Advisors.






