Twelve Ways to Improve Learning AVERAGE CLASS SIZE

- FIRST GRADE SIXTH GRADE HIGH scHooL
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Decrease CIass slzes 1999-00 2002-03 Y% change 1999-00 2002-03 Y% change 1999-00 2002-03 Y% change
Tllinois 21.6 213 -1.4 23.9 23.6 -1.3 184 17.6 -4.3
. miwm Adams 18.3 18.1 -1.1 24.4 21.2 131 14.2 14.9 4.9
Definition and Source Alexander 210 20.6 1.9 212 16.9 203 137 133 2.9
Average class size is measured by dividing the enrollment of Bond 203 193 49 195 2.2 19.0 155 17.0 97
: Boone 23.6 223 -5.5 27.0 27.1 0.4 184 225 223
a gradg by thg number of classes for that grade. High thool Brom iy 167 o o 180 200 0 152 Y
class sizes divide enrollment by the number of classes in all Bureau 153 161 52 22 191 140 179 163 -89
subject areas. For high schools and sixth grade, an average for Calhoun 127 170 39 17.8 183 28 14.0 129 79
: : : Carroll 18.5 193 43 23.8 203 -14.7 16.0 16.4 2.5
the sgcond and f1fth class periods is used. Data are reported for o s 156 194 00 193 s 126 168 34
the first school day in May 2000 and 2003 and are from the Champaign 200 200 0.0 237 207 127 182 203 115
[llinois State Board of Education. Christian 18.0 18.3 17 21.5 16.4 -23.7 14.6 15.4 5.5
Clark 183 19.0 38 24.1 26.6 10.4 15.8 155 -1.9
. - Clay 17.5 16.6 5.1 211 20.1 4.7 14.2 151 6.3
Trends and Key Findings Clinton 198 180 9.1 224 227 13 166 165 0.6
In most Illinois schools, elementary and high school classes Coles 19.2 205 68 219 202 78 159 156 L9
: s Fi 5 : Cook 21.0 20.9 -0.5 23.8 23.0 34 19.9 194 -2.5
are s1gn1f1cant1y small‘er than middle-grade classes. Statewide, Craford 181 104 7 73 168 Py 17 178 1
class sizes remained virtually the same from the 1999-00 to Cumberland 19.6 20.7 56 220 185 159 17.2 168 23
2002-03 academic years, averaging 21.3 students in first grade, De Kalb 19.2 205 68 2.9 260 0.4 187 182 27
. s : : De Witt 21.6 16.7 -22.7 19.2 245 27.6 154 15.0 -2.6
23.6 students in Sl).(th g'rade and 17.6 student§ in high school. Douglas 68 169 5% 198 P % 0% 3 o3
in 2002-03. Counties with the smallest class sizes are mostly in Du Page 219 224 23 25.4 24.7 238 220 222 0.9
rural areas, while the biggest class sizes were primarily in the Edgar 201 187 7.0 159 204 283 138 168 27
: 5 Edwards 16.8 18.0 7.1 23.7 24.6 38 185 183 -1.1
northern section of the state, oft?n in urban o.r suburban areas. Effinghom 4 189 e 8 214 s 180 180 o
Research has shown the benefits of a class size of no more Fayette 171 194 135 253 35 71 141 1438 50
than 20 students, with a goal of 15, in the early elementary Ford 186 191 27 2L 19.1 L2 139 157 129
. ] : H 5 Franklin 19.7 20.2 2.5 234 19.6 -16.2 13.8 16.6 20.3
school grades: l?etter academlc. hablts,.hlgher reading scores Futton 74 196 124 204 200 05 lee 17 5
and an overall improved learning environment.’ Smaller sizes Gallatin 215 183 149 177 223 26.0 161 128 205
are especially crucial in kindergarten through third grade Greene 186 185 05 210 157 252 130 143 100
. : C : Grundy 19.1 193 1.0 235 20.9 -11.1 17.1 184 7.6
1b.ecause teachers can provide 1r1d1v1c}ua1 attention and are more Hamiton 200 189 99 209 196 30 187 70 o
likely to catch — and address — learning problems early in a Hancock 161 131 186 210 17.2 -18.1 136 1438 838
child’s educational career. Hardin 22.5 20.3 -9.8 25.5 30.0 17.6 15.9 15.0 -5.7
: : : 5 s Henderson 18.2 18.8 33 175 21.0 20.0 15.9 134 -15.7
. Twenty-eight Illinois counties have fll‘S't grade c‘lasses averag Henry 198 91 30 201 204 1s 1 9 o
ing more than 20.0 students. Most counties saw first-grade class  1roquois 17.0 193 135 210 20.9 05 139 136 2.2
sizes drop or hold steady from 1999-00 to 2002-03. But 10 Jackson 18.2 183 05 25 213 09 17.6 156 L4
H _ : Jasper 18.2 16.6 -8.8 18.9 19.0 0.5 23.2 174 -25.0
COUl:ltleS Calhoun’ Fayette’ FUItOI’I, II.OqUOIS' Je.rsey, JO Jefferson 18.2 17.5 3.8 21.0 23.3 11.0 17.0 16.8 -1.2
Daviess, Pope, Schuyler, Scott and White — saw first-grade class- Jersey 188 21.2 128 21 233 33 199 2.4 25
es grow by 10 percent or more. Jo Daviess 17.2 20.9 21.5 21.5 21.2 -1.4 14.8 13.8 -6.8
Johnson 183 14.6 -20.2 21.0 21.9 43 163 13.8 -15.3
Kane 22.0 23.2 5.5 26.1 251 3.8 20.4 211 34
Kankakee 20.8 20.4 -1.9 22.6 23.6 4.4 18.8 183 -2.7
Kendall 22.1 22.7 2.7 25.3 22.3 -11.9 20.1 20.0 -0.5
1 . . - o M . . Knox 193 16.5 -14.5 185 19.7 6.5 16.4 16.7 18
Unzve'mty of Wisconsin Ml?waukee,'Studen't Achievement Guarantee in Lake oy 20 7 oy 2 38 188 11 129
Education (SAGE) Program (information available at La Salle 17.7 184 4.0 19.7 20.5 41 16.7 18.7 12.0
WWW. uwm.edu/Dept/CERAI/sage.html) Lawrence 17.6 16.3 -7.4 251 20.7 -17.5 12.6 15.7 24.6
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AVERAGE CLASS SIZE .
Action Steps

FIRST GRADE SIXTH GRADE HieH scHooL Students receive more personalized attention in smaller
1999-00 2002-03 Y% change 1999-00 2002-03 Y% change 1999-00 2002-03 Y% change . .. .

classes because teachers can focus on individual learning styles
e aston o i by s o - 2 o b and adapt lessons to meet each child’s. Class size is an indicator
Logan 164 157 43 182 177 2.7 164 174 61 of other aspects of school quality, such as the amount of fund-
Macon 24 23 05 246 236 41 175 200 143 ing; schools faced with a lack of funds may increase the num-
ocoun o o e e o o bt o P ber of students in a class because they cannot hire additional
Marion 195 181 7.2 232 226 2.6 160 172 75 teachers. Funding difficulties are forcing many schools across
Marshal 174 147 155 24 190 112 150 130 133 Illinois - in city, suburban and rural districts — to make tough
oo o e o e o o o > s decisions that compromise the quality of education such as
McDonough 186 174 65 166 203 23 160 139 131 increasing class sizes, laying off teachers and more.
McHenry 32 28 60 265 265 00 189 200 >8 The A+ Illinois campaign - a statewide coalition of diverse,
o o Y iy iy 29 o o 2 b influential groups - is working toward meaningful reform in
Mercer 163 145 110 170 145 147 1638 171 18 the funding and quality of public education (learn more at
Monroe 185 197 65 22 25 29 197 166 157 www.aplusillinois.org). A+ Illinois advocates a comprehensive
mg:;g‘r’]me” al al 23 o 2 o o o) o restructuring of state finances to improve funding for educa-
Moultrie 175 168 40 219 188 142 129 149 155 tion and the human services that support children and fami-
Ogle 205 188 83 229 235 26 17.1 19.9 16.4 lies. As a leader of A+ Illinois, Voices recommends the
s Bm oz momooe e m % following action steps: | |
Piatt 189 176 69 26 165 270 157 162 32 e Address inequalities in school funding to provide more
Pike 2L 169 214 169 17.9 >9 13.2 132 0.0 resources to better balance class sizes. Reduce schools’
pope o0 2 o o 2l o o s o9 reliance on property taxes by increasing revenue from other,
Putnam 2.0 233 13 29.0 2.2 -20.0 174 171 17 fairer sources, including income and sales taxes. This
Randolph 17.3 17.9 35 21.2 19.6 -7.5 15.7 15.7 0.0 approach Should ”bl‘il’lg the bOttom up” and not take away
Roc 5 wo w21 ns  ms 73 b w3 s resources from higher-spending districts.
St. Clair 215 215 0.0 24.4 239 -2.0 186 20.1 8.1 e Increase the minimum per-pupil funding level to the recom-
Saine 180 185 28 220 221 05 155 183 181 mended $6,000 that’s needed to provide an adequate educa-
Sangamon 18.9 185 -2.1 243 231 -4.9 19.0 17.9 -5.8 5 P :
Setyler 108 s s 0 o 19 201 189 20 tion. Also, gu.arantee addltlona‘l funds to address particular
Scott 25.0 27.7 108 24.7 227 8.1 110 109 -0.9 needs of low-income schoolchildren.
Shelby 16.6 18.0 8.4 20.0 22.1 10.5 16.1 16.1 0.0
Stark 143 14.0 2.1 141 145 2.8 13.0 12.9 -0.8
Stephenson 19.2 16.1 -16.1 22.2 22.5 14 15.5 14.6 -5.8
Tazewell 20.2 20.2 0.0 22.8 22.1 3.1 19.0 18.5 -2.6
Union 22.1 17.3 -21.7 211 25.2 19.4 16.4 17.7 7.9
Vermilion 19.8 18.1 -8.6 213 23.9 12.2 14.6 15.0 2.7
Wabash 22.0 18.4 -16.4 23.7 20.7 -12.7 16.9 18.2 7.7
Warren 16.7 16.7 0.0 171 17.9 4.7 154 13.4 -13.0
Washington 17.5 17.2 -1.7 21.9 22.3 1.8 17.4 12.1 -30.5
Wayne 17.6 17.2 -2.3 19.9 18.0 -9.5 155 13.8 -11.0
White 14.5 16.4 131 17.0 19.2 12.9 16.2 17.1 5.6
Whiteside 19.9 20.6 35 21.7 19.6 -9.7 18.1 175 -33
Will 22.8 22.4 -1.8 26.1 25.8 -11 20.5 22.6 10.2
Williamson 20.7 211 1.9 213 20.6 -3.3 12.8 14.6 141
Winnebago 20.3 21.0 34 241 20.6 -14.5 20.9 19.8 -5.3
Woodford 19.7 19.2 -2.5 22.1 22.2 0.5 171 18.6 8.8
Chicago 251 24.0 -4.4 25.0 26.2 48 18.3 11.8 -35.5
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Average First-Grade Class Size, 2002-03

First-grade classes average 21.3 students in Illinois.

Counties with the smallest class sizes tend to be in rural
areas, while the largest are primarily in urban or suburban

areas. Students receive more personalized attention in
smaller classes because teachers can focus on individual

learning styles and adapt lessons and homework to meet

each child’s needs. Smaller sizes are especially crucial in

kindergarten through third grade because teachers are more
likely to catch — and address — learning problems early in a

child’s educational career.

Source: 1llinois State Board of Education

McHenry | Lake

Rock Island

Mercer

Putnam

iy

Knox

Schuyler M

M

Madison

113 to 17 st
M 18 to 20 i “/f
M 21 to 28 7

Pulaski

Wabash

kids
[count]

Illinois Kids Count 2005

5



By Dr. Suellen Girard, Superintendent
Havana Community Unit School District 126

n today’s time of tight budgets, it is important

to invest in education wisely to make the

most of scarce dollars. This necessitates mak-
ing choices. For this reason, policymakers need to
know which factors make the most difference in
increasing student achievement. Class size is one
of those factors.

What is class size? Class size is the number
children in a classroom divided by the number of
teachers (not including aides) in that classroom.
Because 75 percent to 80 percent of a school bud-
get is spent on personnel, class size is debated on
a regular basis. The smaller the class size, the more
it costs per pupil to run a program. Small classes
have less than 20 students per teacher. Recently, as
school districts have struggled with budgets, class
sizes have begun to increase.

Who benefits from small class sizes? It
would be nice to have small classes for all students
(K-12), but that is not always possible. Small classes
do not have the same impact with all groups and
ages of children. Understanding this helps to place
teachers where it makes the most difference for
children. Research has shown that:

B Young children (preKindergarten through
third grade) show greater achievement gains
in reading and math when classes are less
than 20.! The research is less conclusive with
older students.?
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School Funding Reform Can Help Reduce Class
Sizes in Less-Affluent Districts

B Minority students and students living in
poverty show larger gains from small class
sizes than children from more affluent back-
grounds.®*

Recommendations for Illinois: Class sizes
for preK-grade 3 need to be less than 20 in schools
serving poor and minority students. School fund-
ing reform will be required to accomplish this
because school funding is largely based on local
taxes. Less than 40 percent of the cost of education
is being paid by the state, and Illinois was the only
state given an “F” for funding equity by Education
Week in 2003. We need to actively support school
funding reform to shift the cost of education from
a local property tax base to the state. More equita-
ble and adequate funding levels will allow less-af-
fluent school districts to reduce class size for their
youngest students.

In today'’s time of tight budgets, it

is important to invest in education
wisely to make the most of scarce
dollars. This necessitates making

choices.

Dr. Suellen Girard (above) has been superintendent
of Havana Community Unit School District 126 for
one year. Prior to her current position, Girard served
as assistant superintendent for instruction in Jack-
sonville and curriculum coordinator for SD 126. She
also was a kindergarten teacher, taught early child-
hood education courses at the college level and ran a
private preschool. Havana is located on the Illinois
River between Peoria and Springfield. It is a rural
district and serves approximately 1,200 students.
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+ “Summary of Recent Class-size Research with an Emphasis
on Tennessee’s Project STAR and its Derivative Studies,” by
C.M. Achilles, 1996. Available from Center of Excellence
for Research and Policy in Basic Skills, Tennessee State
University, or by calling 615-963-7231.
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