










Poverty Rates for Children and Nonelderly Adults in Illinois (two-year moving averages)
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Income and Poverty

Federal Poverty Level, 
2007-2008

2007 2008

One parent, one child $14,291 $14,784

One parent, two children 16,705 17,346

Two parents, one child 16,689 17,330

Two parents, two children 21,027 21,834

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Poverty Status of Children by Federal Poverty Level 
in Illinois and U.S., 2008

Illinois
(1,000s)           % 

U.S.
(1,000s)       % 

Total: children 3,141 100% 72,825 100%

Below 50% FPL 234 7% 5,655 8%

50-100% FPL 301 10% 7,586 10%

100-150% FPL 298 10% 8,050 11%

150-200% FPL 311 9% 7,535 11%

Above 200% FPL 1,997 64% 43,999 60%

Below 100% FPL 535 17% 13,241 18%

Below 200% FPL 1,144 36% 28,826 40%

FPL = federal poverty level

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, KIDS COUNT Data Center

Poverty Rates by Age, 
Illinois and U.S., 2008

Illinois U.S.

All Ages 12.2% 13.2%

Children 17.0 18.2

Under age 6 20.0 20.9

Ages 6-17 15.5 16.8

Ages 18-64 10.8 11.9

Age 65+ 9.2 10.8

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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Income and Poverty

Child Poverty Rates by Race-Ethnicity, 2007-2008
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Poverty Rates for Families 
with Related Children in Illinois
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Child Poverty Rate by Living Arrangements 
and Nativity of Parents, Illinois 
and U.S., 2007-2008

Illinois U.S.

Living with two parents

At least one native parent 4.5% 5.9%

Both parents foreign born 15.9 18.8

Living with one parent

Native parent 36.5 36.0

Foreign-born parent 34.6 40.9

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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Chid Poverty Rates, Ten Largest Municipalities 
in Illinois, 2007-2008

16.9% 17.7%

14.0%

19.4%

11.7%

18.2% 18.5%

13.9%

18.1%

0 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

Waukegan

SpringÞeld

Rockford

Peoria

Naperville

Joliet

Elgin

Cicero

Chicago

Aurora

Statewide 17%

16%

15%

3%

27%

23%

19%

34%

24%

17%

31%

%
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey

 20 Voices for Illinois Children  www.voices4kids.org

Income and Poverty

Child Poverty Rates, 
Midwestern States, 2007-2008
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Child Poverty Rates, 22 Largest Counties 
in Illinois, 2007-2008
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Homeownership Rates in Illinois and U.S., 2008
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Income and Poverty

Percentage of Illinois Taxpayers with Income 
from Financial Assets, by Income Level, Tax Year 2007

Adjusted Gross Income Taxable 
Interest

Ordinary 
Dividends

Net Capital 
Gains

Under $50,000 32.4% 14.0% 10.7%

$50,000 - $74,999 61.7 29.3 22.2

$75,000 - $99,000 74.6 39.9 31.0

$100,000 - $199,000 85.4 55.2 46.1

$200,000 or more 95.7 81.2 78.1

Source:  Internal Revenue Service

Banking Status of Households in Illinois, 2009

Unbanked* Underbanked**

All households 6.2% 15.7%
Race-ethnicity

Black 24.4 28.1
Hispanic 11.2 16.1
White 2.0 13.1

Household type
Family household

Married couple 2.4 13.2
Female householder 19.5 30.8
Male householder 11.6 23.1

No-family household 6.4 13.2

Household income
Less than $15,000 27.0 22.3
$15,000-$30,000 10.1 23.5
$30,000-$50,000 2.7 22.2
$50,000-$75,000 0.5 14.7
At least $75,000 <0.1 8.1

Education
No high school degree 20.3 15.5
High school degree 8.3 20.0
Some college 5.6 19.1
College degree 0.7 9.6

* An unbanked household is one in which no one currently has a checking or savings account.
** An underbanked household is one that has a checking or savings account but relies on
alternative financial services (e.g., non-bank money orders or check-cashing services, payday 
loans, rent-to-own agreements, or pawn shops) at least once or twice a year.

Source:  Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, "FDIC National Survey
of Unbanked and Underbanked Households" (December 2009).

Asset Poverty in Illinois, 2007

Percent in 
Income Poverty

Percent in 
Asset Poverty

Total 10% 27%

Homeowners 4 5

Renters 22 67

White 7 19

Black 25 51

Latino 11 48

Asian 16 26

Less than a high school diploma 26 46

High school diploma 12 35

Some college 9 26

Bachelor's degree 4 15

Advanced degree 3 9

Married with children at home 4 16

Single mother with children at home 28 52

Single father with children at home 15 43

Source: Illinois Asset Building Group
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t a meeting of COFI (Community
Organizing and Family Issues) in late
October 2009, we had the opportunity to
talk with grassroots leaders—low-income
mothers and grandmothers—who are organ-
izing for change on issues that affect their
families. In light of the current recession
and economic hardship, we asked how
many knew someone who’d had to move
because of the recession or the housing
crisis. At least one-third raised their hands.
“How many of you know someone who
has lost a job?” we asked. More than half
raised their hands. eir personal stories
offer a glimpse into how hard the recession
is hitting families, many of whom were
already struggling economically. 

Families Struggle 
with Layoffs and Cutbacks
One woman’s husband had been working
60-70 hours a week for $8.40 an hour in a
paper factory prior to the recession. His
boss recently cut his hours by half. Between

rent, gas, and the electric bill, the mother of
four says, “it’s too much for us.”  Aer a few
other women tell their stories, she speaks up
again, this time through an interpreter. She
feels she is a burden to her family, she says
quietly. e medications and frequent
doctor’s visits for her heart condition are
draining their budget. Her husband, she
says, basically hands over his check to pay
for her condition. At night, she
lies awake worrying but tries to
hide her fears from family, not
wanting to burden them again. 

Teenagers Want to Help 
Their Families
Another mother in her thirties
says that aer paying the utilities and rent,
it’s hard to keep a gallon of milk in the
refrigerator. With winter fast approaching,
she isn’t sure how her family will make it
with the higher gas bills. Another says her
family is having a hard time paying for the
CTA bus, which her daughter must take

everyday to school. She oen goes without
lunch money. Other mothers nod in recogni-
tion. Many teens, they say, want to drop out of
school and go to work to help their families. 

Others are struggling to keep their homes.
One mother of six thought she’d seen every-
thing as a Katrina survivor, but more was to
come. Aer relocating to Chicago, she was
lucky to find a beautiful four-bedroom

apartment in Cicero. Her landlord lived on
the first floor of the three-flat. One day out
of the blue, the sheriff was knocking on her
door with an eviction notice–the bank had
foreclosed on the building. Her family is
now in a one-bedroom apartment above her
church. Her teenaged daughter recently

returned to Mississippi to ease the strain on
the family. “She told me, ‘Momma, I don’t
wanna go, but I will if it will help you out.’”

Families Join Forces 
for a Better Life
ese are the kinds of stories that COFI
staff and leaders hear daily during this Great
Recession. Yet through all this, the women
have joined forces to be heard. As Lynn
Morton, from Chicago’s westside and co-
chair of the group explains, “Despite how
hard-hit many of us are by the current reces-
sion, what drives us is our dedication to
fighting for a better life for our families.
With this passion, we have built an organi-
zation of parents winning change in our
neighborhoods and at the policy level. We
are making ourselves heard on issues from
access to quality early care and education to
reforming school discipline policies to make
our neighborhood schools safer and better.” 

What Recession Feels Like to Families on the Edge

By Ellen Schumer
Executive Director, Community Organizing and Family Issues

A

Another mother in her thirties
says that aer paying the utilities
and rent, it’s hard to keep a gallon
of milk in the refrigerator. 
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ver the past 16 months, the economic news of busi-
nesses closing and jobs lost has been staggering. But
forgotten in all the headlines is the impact
that this recession has on children, the
quiet victims who are seldom the feature
of any story. e 2008 recession has essen-
tially erased a decade’s progress in reducing
poverty for Illinois children.

Rising Unemployment Takes Toll on Children
While adults bear the brunt of the economic reality, children,
too, face the fallout from this recession. Unemployment rates
in Peoria County nearly doubled between September 2008
and September 2009, and as of October 2009 stood at 11.6
percent. is was well above the 2009 statewide average of
10.2 percent. ose numbers will no doubt continue to
grow. As unemployment rose, so too did child poverty. In

Peoria, the child poverty rate was a full 10 percentage points
higher than the statewide average of 17 percent. Nearly

three in ten children
(27 percent) resid-
ing in Peoria during
2007-08 were living
in poverty. 

Recently, Michael Stephen, president of the Heart of Illinois
United Way, underscored the impact of the growing num-
bers of children living in poverty. “Food that supplied our
food banks for weeks at a time,” he said, “is now on the
shelves for just days.” 

State Programs Scaled Back 
as Family Stress Grows
e recession has also forced states to scale back assistance
for housing, food, utilities, and health care, as well as treat-

ments for substance abuse, mental health, and domestic
violence. ese types of services are needed now more
than ever given the stressors families face during these
times. What are families to do when there is nowhere to
turn? Parenting is difficult when times are good and every-
thing is going along predictably, but when the train derails,
parenting can become a test.

Act Locally—Volunteer
While we cannot solve the nation’s economic issues, we
can take action locally. Get involved with a local charity
through mentoring. Consider donating your time, talent,
or resources to a charity whose mission is important to
you. In these very difficult times we must take action and
give back to our communities. Together our efforts can
make a difference, but you must take the first step.
Children are counting on you!

The Economy’s Silent Victims

By Clete Winkelmann
CEO, Children’s Home Association of Illinois, Peoria

O
“Food that supplied our food
banks for weeks at a time is now
on the shelves for just days.” 
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reeport and many towns in Stephenson
County, with their quaint main streets,
strong civic organizations, and friendly people,
are not the image that springs to mind when
we think of poverty. Yet Stephenson County
struggles to rebound from the decline of blue-
collar jobs. Since 1995, the area has seen a 41
percent drop in manufacturing. e recession
is just an added blow. Unemployment in
September 2009 stood at 11.8 percent in
Stephenson County.

Working Poor on the Rise
As a result of a trend to lower-paying service
jobs, the numbers of “working poor” have
risen. is is the group whose earnings place
them just out of reach of both public assis-
tance and a livable wage. ey are barely
scraping by. We see the effects in the grow-
ing numbers of children in the free and
reduced lunch program. We see it in 16
percent increase in the Women, Infants, and
Children’s program. Both these programs
serve the working poor.

When people talk of job loss and poverty,
it’s oen in the abstract, citing the latest
unemployment rate or the poverty rate.

Very few put a face to that story. And even
fewer think about the effects of job loss and
poverty on communities as a whole. 

One mother of a teen we know was recently
laid off from Honeywell when her team’s
job moved to China. She is currently look-
ing for any kind of work that will support
her and her son. However, her next job will
likely be with a small company with 20 or
fewer employees, and it will most likely not
offer health insurance. Even more likely, she
will end up in the service sector. 

More Than Just Individuals
Affected
Beyond the obvious strain on families who
depended on a living wage, health care, and
job security that the manufacturing sector
provided is another, oen overlooked effect.
Freeport has lost many white-collar execu-
tives and entrepreneur-minded individuals
along with those jobs. 

Five years ago, having the president and
upper executives of Honeywell in one’s com-
munity meant strong community involvement
and support because they lived in the com-

munity and saw the need personally. Today,
company decisions are made from afar and as
a result are more disconnected from life in
the community. e effect is not immediately
apparent, until one day the United Way
contributions have fallen by 25 percent at
least partially because the corporate gis are
no longer there. 

Community Responds, 
But Long Road Ahead
As a result of growing need among families,
we convened the Stephenson County Poverty
Work Group. We have also created a
Community Youth Development Council
to help the next generation avoid the risks
that might land them in poverty as adults.
ere is no magic bullet to solving the prob-

lem of poverty, and we
are approaching it from
multiple directions with
careful research behind
us. But it is a long road
ahead. What progress we
had made is surely being
tested by this serious
recession. 

Paradoxically, just as the number of working
poor rises, and as the recession takes hold,
the very agencies and community supports
that these families need are shrinking.
Funding cutbacks have forced social service
agencies to consolidate. e Freeport Office
of the Department of Children and Family
Services is combining with the Rockford
offices, even though the county has a higher
rate of child abuse and neglect than many
other counties. e Department of Health
and Human Services is also considering
downsizing and moving to another location.
Communities like Freeport, Elizabeth, and
others in Stephenson County face a long
road ahead without these needed services. 

Effects of Job Loss and Poverty on Communities

By Peter Flynn and Craig Beintema
Flynn is Superintendent of Schools, Freeport School District and
Beintema is Executive Director of the Stephenson County Health Department
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Five years ago, having the president 
and upper executives of Honeywell 
in one’s community meant strong
community involvement and support
because they lived in the community
and saw the need personally.
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