








Undergraduate Enrollment in Public Universities
and Community Colleges in Illinois, Fall 2008

Public Universities Community Colleges

White 97,719 64.6% 218,119 61.1%
Male 48,264 31.9 95,521 26.7
Female 49,455 32.7 122,598 34.3

Black 19,530 12.9 54,283 15.2
Male 6,956 4.6 20,634 5.8
Female 12,574 8.3 33,649 9.4

Latino 11,917 7.9 61,641 17.3
Male 5,247 3.5 26,822 7.5
Female 6,670 4.4 34,819 9.7

Asian 11,119 7.4 15,499 4.3
Male 5,877 3.9 6,947 1.9
Female 5,242 3.5 8,552 2.4

Total 151,226 100.0 357,148 100.0
Male 72,349 47.8 153,403 43.0
Female 78,877 52.2 203,745 57.0

Source:  Illinois Board of Higher Education
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High School Enrollment and High School Graduates 
by Race-Ethnicity, Illinois Public Schools, 2007-2008

High School Enrollment High School Graduates

White 58.1% %            64.4%
Male 29.8 32.4
Female 28.3 32.0

Black 19.7 16.1
Male 9.8 7.1
Female 9.9 9.0

Latino 16.3 13.6
Male 8.3 6.6
Female 8.0 7.0

Asian/Pacific Islander 3.8 4.4
Male 2.0 2.2
Female 1.9 2.2

Total 100.0 100.0
Source:  Illinois State Board of Education

Undergraduate Degrees Conferred 
by Public Universities and Community Colleges 
in Illinois, 2007-2008

Public Universities Community Colleges

White 24,166 71.5% 35,735 69.6%
Male 11,369 33.6 15,367 29.9
Female 12,797 37.9 20,368 39.7

Black 3,180 9.4 7,515 14.6
Male 1,078 3.2 3,307 6.4
Female 2,102 6.2 4,208 8.2

Latino 2,123 6.3 4,538 8.8
Male 926 2.7 1,979 3.9
Female 1,197 3.5 2,559 5.0

Asian 2,335 6.9 2,713 5.3
Male 1,210 3.6 1,526 3.0
Female 1,125 3.3 1,187 2.3

Total 33,800 100.0 51,315 100.0
Male 15,680 46.4 22,537 43.9
Female 18,120 53.6 28,778 56.1

Source:  Illinois Board of Higher Education

Illinois High School 
Graduation Rates, 2007-2008

Total %87%

White 93

Black 75

Latino 76

Asian/Pacific Islander 93

Limited English proficiency 57

Low-income 75

Male 84

Female 89

Source: Illinois State Board of Education
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Average Tuition and Fees 
for College Education in Illinois
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Average College Tuition and Fees in Illinois 
as a Percentage of Median Family Income
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Average Undergraduate Tuition and Fees, 
Midwestern States

2000-01 2007-08 % Change

Public four-year (in-state)

Illinois $4,178 $8,982 115%

Indiana 3,786 6,604 74

Iowa 3,157 6,219 97

Michigan 4,615 8,471 84

Minnesota 4,009 7,707 92

Missouri 3,879 6,643 71

Ohio 4,742 8,090 71

Wisconsin 3,417 6,177 81

Private four-year

Illinois 15,317 21,508 40

Indiana 16,078 22,396 39

Iowa 14,630 18,556 27

Michigan 11,155 14,827 33

Minnesota 16,243 22,657 39

Missouri 12,600 17,464 39

Ohio 15,419 22,337 45

Wisconsin 15,032 21,334 42

Public two-year

Illinois 1,532 2,377 55

Indiana 2,108 2,819 34

Iowa 2,141 3,264 52

Michigan 1,743 2,186 25

Minnesota 2,507 4,535 81

Missouri 1,472 2,385 62

Ohio 2,292 3,197 40

Wisconsin 2,262 3,369 49
Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics
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Enrollment in Illinois Pre-Kindergarten 
At-Risk Progam and Preschool for All Children 
(fiscal years)
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Revenue Sources for Public School Districts 
in Illinois (fiscal years)
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Source:  Illinois State Board of Education

State General Funds Spending 
on Education (fiscal years) 
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he American military refers to those units
that embrace the enemy at the outer limits as
the “tip of the spear.” Illinois community col-
leges, like most of the community colleges in
America, are the tip of the spear in education.
Community colleges respond to America’s need
for preschool and child care programs, adult
basic and adult secondary education, and
academic and vocational-technical education.
ey top it all off with cutting-edge work-
force training and continuing education.
Community colleges are picking up where
the other educational systems have failed,
and they are blazing new trails daily. 

Meeting the Demand 
for Middle-Skill Careers
e global community has changed rapidly
and dramatically in the past 50 years, from
jobs that lasted a lifetime to jobs that change
every few years and require workers to
retrain, on average, five times in their work-
ing lifetimes. According to Dr. Scott Parke,
Senior Director for Policy Studies at the
Illinois Community College Board, “Middle
skill careers are the foundation of Illinois’

economy, and Illinois community colleges
are leading providers of that workforce.”
Middle-skill careers include jobs such as
most health care positions, law enforce-

ment, masons, pipefitters, electricians, jobs
in computers, and firefighters, to name just
a few. ese are jobs that are not likely to be
outsourced to other countries. 

These positions are the largest segment of jobs
available in our economy, and more than one-
half of all jobs in the state fall into this
category. e bad news is that only 43 percent
of workers in Illinois are qualified to fill these
positions, leaving a gap that is growing daily.
National estimates by Skills2Compete-Illinois
predict that Illinois will need more than one
million additional jobs in this “middle skill”

category by 2016. What a daunting task for
Illinois community colleges when state resources
are rapidly disappearing and local resources are
strained to make up the deficit. 

Growing Demand, 
Shrinking Funding
Illinois’ 48 community colleges
graduated about 260,000 stu-
dents in these critical areas in
2008. Added to this are the
73,800 employed workers in
Illinois who are receiving on-

the-job training and retraining through
contracts and other arrangements with their
local community college. In all, 333,394
individuals are being retrained or prepared
for the workforce. And lest we forget, our
community colleges lead the state in higher
education enrollment. It’s not enough, and
it’s being done with less money than the col-
leges received 10 years ago. Leadership in
the General Assembly and in the education
bureaucracy still provides funding on the
basis of historical models, not the demands
of the future economy.

Sharpen the Tip of the Spear
Elected leaders must find the courage and skill
to direct the resources to the tip of this spear.
e implications of not doing so are mon-
umental for our state and, indeed, the
American way of life. Students today must
study harder and longer, and workers must
retrain more frequently. Community colleges
must continue to be the entrepreneurial com-
munity educators because kids count—they
are our future. 

e tip of the spear must be sharpened with
money to provide the programs, buy the
technology, employ the teachers, provide
the scholarships, and build the facilities that
will house this gigantic effort to lead Illinois
to the head of the class in the global mar-
ketplace. Illinois community colleges are the
tip of the spear that penetrates the future.
We must provide for families, individuals,
and our general economic, social, and polit-
ical welfare. We must place our first and best
response at the tip of the spear. 
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Community Colleges—The Tip of the Spear

By Ray Hancock
President, Illinois Communituy College System Foundation
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“Middle skill careers are the
foundation of Illinois’ economy,
and Illinois community colleges
are leading providers of that
workforce.”  
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he countries that out-educate us today
will out-compete us tomorrow.”

—President Barack Obama

Is there any doubt that there is a direct cor-
relation between a well-educated public and
a thriving economy and polity? For decades,
the U.S. boasted the most educated popula-
tion in the world. At the same time, the
United States secured its position as a dom-
inant economic and political superpower.
Our educational advantage helped spur
stronger productivity and growth, and our
commitment to educating all our citizens set
us apart from other nations and anchored a
strong economy.

U.S. Education Slips
But in recent years our educational dominance
has slipped. Not only do other industrialized
countries boast stronger performance in
science, math, and reading on international
tests, but for the first time in our lifetime,
the United States has fallen behind many
of our industrialized economic rivals in
educational attainment. According to the

Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development, in the past ten years we’ve
slipped behind a dozen other countries, and
more countries pass us by each year. 

Illinois represents a microcosm of these trends.
Despite being the fih largest economy in the
country, our student per-
formance remains fixedly
in the middle-lower half
of the nation, as do our
high school graduation
rates. is at a time when
the global economy makes
it imperative that all students leave high
school prepared to compete with their peers
around the world, not just down the street or
across the state line. 

Growing Return on Investment
We each have some self-interest in fixing this
problem. According to economists Edward
Glaeser and Albert Saiz, increasing our col-
lege graduation rate by 1 percent can lead to
a 1.2 percent increase in wages for all of us,
not just the new graduates. at’s a 20 percent

return on smarter policies. Similarly, if
students of color graduated high school at
the same rate as white students, we could
add $13 billion to the economy by 2020,
according to a study by the Alliance for
Excellent Education. 

Directions for Moving Forward
So, how do we strengthen our schools and,
by extension, our economy? By aligning our
college- and career-ready standards. e
fastest-growing sectors of the economy
demand some postsecondary work, and
even those industries that require only a
high school degree demand many of the
skills we traditionally associate with college-
readiness. By signing on and taking a leadership
role in the Common Core Standards Initiative,

the state has taken a strong step toward cor-
recting the mistakes of the past, raising
expectations for all of our students. In addi-
tion, we must re-examine our assessments
to make sure they measure not only the
content, but the skills and competencies
our children need to be productive, well-
balanced citizens.

How do we help our students meet stronger
standards? By giving every child in Illinois
effective teachers, by empowering their
school leaders, by freeing the system of
unhelpful and unfunded mandates, by using
strong data to help make decisions in the
classroom, and by rethinking how we sup-
port innovation in our schools. 

President Obama tells young people that
turning their backs on their own education
is tantamount to turning their backs on
their country. e same is true in reverse.
With the state and country facing tough
budget decisions, we must continue to view
education as an investment in the future–of
our children, and our nation. 
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Strengthening Our Schools, Strengthening Our Economy

By Robin Steans
Executive Director, Advance Illinois
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For the first time in our lifetime, 
the United States has fallen behind
many of our industrialized economic
rivals in educational attainment. 
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