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Ben and Charlie, 
both 6, with their 
mother Danielle in 
their River Forest 
home. 
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Danielle, River Forest

“I talk about the 
therapy because  
I want parents  
to see it’s a real,  
everyday person 
approach.”

Early  Intervention Services  for young children 

Their Story
Mike & Danielle with sons Ben (6) and Charlie (6)
River Forest

By the time the twins were nearing their first birth-
day, it was clear to Mike and Danielle that their boys 
weren’t developing as they should. They didn’t sit up, 
weren’t ready to eat solid foods, couldn’t stack blocks 
and weren’t babbling simple sounds like “ba” and “da.”

Ben and Charlie were born premature and spent six 

weeks in intensive care. Once they went home to River 
Forest, they were evaluated every four months to see 
if they were meeting their developmental milestones. 
Both boys were behind enough to qualify for services 
through the state’s Early Intervention program. So at 
14 months, the family started working with a team of 
therapists: physical therapy for gross motor skills, oc-
cupational therapy for fine motor skills and speech 
therapy for language skills.

“It was a matter of months before all of a sudden things 
were coming through,” Danielle said. “They were using 
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hand signals to communicate what they wanted to do, 
little things to show what they needed. It was really 
something.”

Voices for Illinois Children helped create Illinois’ Early 
Intervention program in 1991. The program provides 
services and supports for children age 3 and younger 
with developmental delays or disabilities such as au-
tism, cerebral palsy, or delayed speech or walking. 

The program serves about 17,000 children. But thou-
sands more still aren’t getting services because of a lack 
of providers, and many children aren’t being diagnosed 
early enough to fully benefit from therapy.

Ben and Charlie continued with therapy until they 
turned 3 and became too old for Early Intervention. 
Now 6, they receive speech therapy through their school, 

and the Roches pay for occupational therapy for Ben.

Danielle said the Early Intervention program not only 
helped the boys catch up on their development but also 
improved their self-esteem. Ben used to watch when 
his dad and brothers played t-ball because he got frus-
trated if he couldn’t catch or hit. But after working on 
hitting a ball in therapy, he’s willing to play.

Danielle expects the boys’ experience with Early Inter-
vention will have a lasting effect on their education. 

“I talk about the therapy that we’ve had because I want 
parents to see it’s a real, everyday person approach,” 
Danielle said. “It could be something you only need for 6 
months. It’s not a stigma, it helps. It can help them hold 
a pencil better, or achieve a better report card because 
they’re attempting something instead of defying it.” 

Since the family qualified for Illinois’ Early Intervention program, the twins worked with therapists to help with 
their development.
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Voices for Illinois Children has worked tirelessly to help parents, business 

and community leaders and policymakers understand and respond to the 

variety of issues facing children and families. Voices has ensured earlier  

investments in children and has improved education, health care, family 

economic security and other vital services. Voices has been a leader in many 

initiatives that have significantly improved the lives of children and their 

families, including those listed here.

Taking time to Recognize our Successes

Milestones 

  1988: Voices proposes an 
Illinois Earned Income Tax 
Credit (“children in poverty” 
credit)

  1992: Voices publishes 
its first “Illinois Kids 
Count” data report on 
child well-being

  1996: Voices launches the 
“Start Early: Learning Begins at 
Birth” campaign with original 
materials about fostering babies’ 
growth and development.

1987: Voices’ board and the 
“Committee of 100” advocate 
for the first “Children’s  
Agenda” which addresses  
early childhood, health, 
education, juvenile justice, 
poverty and economic  
opportunity, and family  
stability.

1991: The Illinois Early  
Intervention program, which  
provides therapies for young  
children with developmental  
delays or disabilities, is created.

1994: Healthy Families Illinois,  
a program that offers voluntary home  
visits to help new families learn how to 
support their child’s healthy development, 
is established. 

’89 ’90 ’93 ’951987 ’88 ’91 ’92 ’94 ’96
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  2000: The Illinois earned 
income tax credit is created 
to benefit low-income, work-
ing families. Voices launches its 
“Start Early” TV ad campaign on 
the importance of investing in 
early childhood. (pictured above) 

  2007 & Beyond: With the 
help of our partners, donors 
and volunteers, Voices will 
continue to build better lives 
for the next generation of 
Illinois children and for all 
generations to come.

1998: The KidCare program  
begins providing health care  
to uninsured children.  
The Early Childhood Block 
Grant is established to solidify  
expansion of programs for  
infants and toddlers.

2006: Preschool for All is approved, 
making Illinois a national leader  
in plans to provide voluntary,  
quality preschool to all 3- and  
4-year-olds and investing in  
programs for children birth to 3. 
Voices joins child welfare agencies 
to launch the Foster Kids Are Our 
Kids marketing campaign.

2002: The FamilyCare program  
is established to offer health  
insurance to low-income,  
working parents.

  2003: The first Voices  
Leadership Committees are 
formed. The Children’s Mental 
Health Act is approved,  
paving the way for a  
comprehensive children’s  
mental health system.

’99 ’01 ’04 ’05 ’07’98 ’022000 ’06’03

2000’98

’96
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Together our Voices Make a Statement

Assets			 

Current Assets
Cash	  $1,192,474
Investments	 219,887
Pledges and Accounts Receivable	 789,149
Prepaid Expense	 8,023
Total Current Assets	 $2,209,533

Fixed Assets 
Furniture & Equipment	 $269,973
Less: Accumulated Depreciation	 (252,764)
Net Fixed Asset	 17,209
Total Assets	 $2,226,742 

Financial Statement of Support, Revenue, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance for the year ending  
December 31, 2006.

Liabilities and net assets	
		
Current Liabilities		   
Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses	 $183,173 
Amount Held for Others	 388,63
Accrued Vacation	 42,883
Total Current Liabil it ies	 $614,690
	
Commitment and Contingencies

Net Assets	
Unrestricted—Undesignated	 $117,506
Unrestricted—Designated	 191,188
Unrestricted—Contingency	 300,000
Total Unrestricted	 $608,694		

Temporarily Restricted	 1,003,358
Total Net Assets	 1,612,052

Total Liabil it ies and Net Assets	 $2,226,742

EXPENSESREVENUES

Foundations and 
Corporations  
75%

Special  
Events 12%

Individuals 10%

Interest and  
Investment Income 3%

Miscellaneous <1%

Programs
85%

Development
10% 

General and
Administrative 
5%
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Children express their 
creativity in preschool 
programs at the Lessie Bates 
Davis Neighborhood House 
in East St. Louis.
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Corporations  

and Foundations

ABC 7 Chicago

Acco Brands Corporation

American Mattress

Ariel Mutual Funds

Azteca Foods, Inc.

Francis Beidler Foundation

The Boeing Company

Cancer Treatment Centers  

  of America

Annie E. Casey Foundation

Chicago Community Trust

Chicago Foundation for Women

ComEd, An Excelon Company

Contracting & Materials Company

DLA Piper US LLP

Field Foundation of Illinois

Ford Foundation

Government Affairs Specialists

Harris Family Foundation

Irving B. Harris Foundation

Jenner & Block

The Joyce Foundation

JP Marketing

Kirkland & Ellis

LaSalle Bank 

Donald Learner Family  

  Foundation

McCormick Tribune Foundation

McGuireWoods LLP

Merit Capital Partners

National City Bank 

Nicor, Inc. 

Northern Trust Corporation

Norwottock Charitable Trust

Pediatric Healthcare Associates

Pre-K Now

Sahara Enterprises, Inc.

Santan Energy Services

SimmonsCooper LLC

Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal

State Farm Insurance Companies

Jessie V. and W. Clement Stone  

  Foundation

UBS Corporation

William Blair & Company 

The Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company

Organizations,  

Groups and  

Associations

Aurora University

CHASI Systems, Inc.

Chicago Jobs Council

Chicago Metropolis 2020

Community Shares of Illinois

Family Support America

Heartland Alliance

Illinois Action for Children

Illinois AFL-CIO

Illinois Center for Violence  

  Prevention

Illinois Department of Children  

  and Family Services

Illinois Education Association

Illinois Facilities Fund

Illinois Federation of Teachers

Metropolitan Planning Council

Prevention First

Sargent Shriver National Center  

  on Poverty Law

SEIU Illinois Council

University of Chicago

Founders Council 

($1,000 and Above)

Mina Amir-Mokri

Isabel Baker Schiffer  

  & Mark Schiffer, M.D.

Lorraine & Randolph Barba

Michael & Susan Beacham

Jeanette & James Bitter

Marvin Cohen & Jane Richman

John & Jane Colman

Francesca & Jeff Cooper

Ann Courter & Norman Hirsch

Mary Crego

Craig Culbertson  

  & Laura LaPlaca

Henry & Elizabeth Feldman

Michael & Valerie Foradas

James & Louise Glasser

Kathleen Halloran

Hon. James Houlihan

Lorna Brett Howard & John Howard

Susan Irion

Adrienne O. Ives

Missy Jacobus MacLeod  

  & Calum MacLeod

Robert & Stacy Johnson

Suzanne & David Juday

Miriam Kelm

Frances & Elliot Lehman

Kenneth & Lucy Lehman

Babs Maltenfort

Anthony & Chandra McCain

Dianne & Wrophas Meeks

Harriet & Ulrich Meyer

John & Gina Miller

James & Linda Mitchell

Lynn & Richard Montei

Arthur C. Nielsen

Les Pappas

John and Jeanna Park 

C. William Pollard

Hon. Patrick Quinn

John Rhine

Thomas & Marilyn Robinson

Janice Rodgers & Robert Hagan

Alexander & Elizabeth Rorke

We wish to thank the following individuals, organizations, foundations 
and corporations for their gifts made between Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2006. 
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness 
of this list. If your name has been omitted or is incorrect, please accept 
our apologies and contact Shawn Gavin, Director of Development, at  
312-516-5552. Corrections will appear in subsequent publications. 

Our donors 
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Mark & Barbara Rosenberg

Shirley & Patrick Ryan

Bea & Charles Schutz

Anne & Charles Slichter

Bette Sobel

Lois & Harrison Steans

Nancy & Adlai Stevenson

Bowen & Jan Tucker

Karina Wang

Bernice Weissbourd

Bonnie & Steve Wheeler

Champion  

($500 - $999)

Donna & William Barrows

Hon. Mark Beaubien  

  & Dee Beaubien

Stanton R. Cook

David & the Hon. Barbara  

  Flynn Currie

Michael Dahl

Gaylord & William Gieseke

Joseph Gregoire

Jeff & Diane Hamilton

Marguerite Delany Hark

Terry & DiAnne Hatch

Donald Kane

Paul Kleppner

Frank & Linda Kopecky

Ingryd Lorenzana, M.D.

Gary & Charlene MacDougal

Mr. Timothy McGree  

  & Mrs. Patricia M. Curtner

Martha & Richard Melman

Doug & Annette Moore

Maren Olson

Harold & Marlene Richman

Peter & Kay Rossiter

Jeffrey & Louise Schrank

Jerome & Nancy Stermer

Beth Truett

Charles & Elizabeth Wheatley

Paula Wolff & Wayne Whalen

Robert Wolters  &  

  Margaret Anderson

Defender  

($250 -$499)

William & Pamela Albers

Joseph Antolin

Frank & Katharine Bixby

Margaret Blackshere

Philip & Judith Block

Daniel Casey & Dolores Connley 

Deborah Daro & A. Coleman Tuggle

Peter Doris

Ruth & Daniel Edelman

Shawn Gavin

John Glover

Mary & Bruce Goodman

William & Patricia Hagenah

Ray Hancock

Christie Hefner

Mary Hines

Peter & Denise Illing

Andrea Ingram & John Kosirog

Ngoan Thi Le

Trinita Logue

Richard & Joan Mandel

Beatrice Mayer

Bill & Carol Moran

Hon. Ruth Munson & Steve Munson

Margaret O’Flynn, M.D.  

  & Alexander Muster

Katherine Olson

James & Margaret Otis

Suzy & Nate Palmer

Elliot Regenstein

Diane Rollinson

Michaela Rowland

Paul & Betty Lu Saltzman

Barbara & Jerry Savitt

Maryellen & Daniel Schwartz

Eva Serrano

Luz Maria Solis

Arthur & Rita Sussman

Martha & Daniel Weinfurter

Michael Wells

Benefactor  

($100 - $249)

Mildred Andersen

Miriam Apter

Marge Berglind

Robin Berkson

Julian & Joan Berman

Hon. Maria Antonia Berrios

Steve Bishop & Marsha Gilden

John Blasi & Kathy Stohr

Hon. Rich Brauer

Margaret & Richard Brennan

John A. Bross

Willard & Jeanette Bunn

Melody Burton

Anthony & Micki Chulick

Ann S. Cole

Brent & Susan Coulter

Lina Cramer & Richard Durning

Hon. M. Maggie Crotty

Rosemary Crowley  

  & Morton Arnsdorf 

Sandy & Ron Damholt

Aimee Daniels

Sally & Jack Daniels

Jane & A. Todd Davis

William DeAllaume

John Deimel

Quinn & Robert Delaney

Hon. Kirk Dillard

Josie & John Disterhoft

Robert & Lisa Doak

William & Kathleen Dodge

Karleen & Ralph Dude

Craig Eihl

Gerald & Eileen Eisenstein

Clare & Bradley Eldredge

Michael & Kathleen Elliott

Scott Emery

Helene & Thomas Fields

Kristine & Kenneth Fishman

Susan & Sy Frolichstein

Garry & Judy Gardner

Michael Gelder & Mary Rita Luecke

Eric Gershenson

Steven Gilford

Linda Gilkerson & Don Lamb

Eugenia & Clarke Gillespie

Jim & Mary Glerum

Kathryn Goetz Wolf

Mrs. Pat Grady & Hon. John Grady

Anthony Graefe & Rebecca Noble

Bernard Grisez

Hon. Julie Hamos

Gerald & Ruth Hawkins

Patricia Hogan

Fred & Sandra Holubow

Robert S. Ingersoll

Cliff & Liz Ireland

Paula K. Jaudes, M.D.

Larry & Lauren Joseph

Melissa Josephs

Doris Jean Keller

Susan Kerr

Adina Kleiman
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Arthur Kohrman

Alice & Douglas Kraus

Loretta Kuklin

Hon. Lou Lang

Vivian Leith & Stewart Hudnut

Roberta Levin & Jan Kodner 

Hon. Terry Link

Lynn R. Liston

Janet Maruna

Hon. Sidney Mathias

Timothy & Catherine McKenna

Victoria M. McMurray

Samuel Meisels

Hugo & Lois Melvoin

Paul Metzger & Sarah Bradley

Robert Michael

Craig & Mary Alice Miller

Emily & Adil Moiduddin

Michael Moran  

  & Kimberly Fitzgerald Moran

Ami Nagle & Mark Chaves

Katie Neisen

Eleanor & Thomas Nicholson

Edward & Susan Oppenheimer

John O’Sullivan

Joe & Dottie Palombo

Steven & Jo Ann Potashnick

David Pritchard

Lois Rakov

Richard & Merrilee Redmond

Eleanor & William Revelle

Katharine Richards

Ann & Edwin Rothschild

Gerald Russell  

  & Elizabeth McDermott 

Hon. Kathleen Ryg

Linda Saterfield

Hon. Angelo “Skip” Saviano

Edna Schade

Dan & Sandra Scheinfeld

John & Kathy Schnier

John & Charlotte Schuerman

Joyce & Roy Skoog

Ada Skyles

Michael Sobel

Tammy & Eric Steele

Karen Steinsieck

Sheila Stocks-Smith  

  & Lawrence Smith

Sylvia & Joseph Stone

Judy & Arlo Straight

Marilyn Straus

Elizabeth Tisdahl

Bonnie & Fidelis Umeh

Rohitkumar Vasa

Mary & Blair Vedder

Thomas Villiger

Joan & Philip Vitale

Sue & Dan Walton

Thomas Wartowski

Robert Weinberger

Marilyn Werner

Lisa & J. Randall White

Jeffery Yost

Alice White-Zarov & Herb Zarov

Margie & Mark Zivin

Lois & Jim Zoller

Patrons and Contributors  

(under $100)

Rachel Abramson

Leah & Ron Adams

James Alexander

Scott G. Allen

Margaret & Noel Allison

Renee & Rondald Alpern

Claire & Bertram Alport

Sue Ann Glaser & Allan Alson

Sharon Alter

Nancy Amos-Shulte

Amy Anson

Martha Arntson

Ruth & Leroy Belzer

Margaret Bird

Mrs. Lachlan Blair

Nancy & James Brandt

Maurine & Mervin Brennan

Donna & Gerald Brookhart

Marilyn Brumund

Carol Brusslan

Blakely & Harvey Bundy

Joy Bunton

John & Amy Buonassisi

Christine & Paul Bzdon

Peg Callaghan

T. Brady Carter

Carrie & T. Tolbert Chisum

Sister Barbara Jean Ciszek

Bob Clair

Laurie Cohen

Anita & John Cummings

Jane Ann Thomas  

  & Richard Damashek

Jan & Emil Deissler

Paula & Joseph Dillon

Nancy Edler

Helen Edwards

Eileen Eisenberg

Charles Engel

Margaret Falcone

Maureen & Michael Flamm

Maureen & James Forhan

Nadine Fourt

Wynetta Frazier

Andrea & Peter Friedman

Margaret Fritzinger

Irene Gagaoudaki

Jeanne Gallo

Bryna & Edward Gamson

Diana & Daniel Ganger

Harriet Garfield

Martha & Ed Geppert

Barbara Gladney

Janet Glidden

Debra Gonet

Helene Gottesmann

Debbie Gross

Jackie & Emil Haddad

Nancy Hagstrom

Marcia & Samuel Hellman

Flavia Hernandez

Ruth & Robert Herzog

Rachel & John Heuman

Vivian Hickey

James Hill

Colleen & John Holmbeck

Lorna & Herbert Hymen

Robert Irion & G. Barry Grigsby

Anne Jacobson & Richard Kolsky 

Susanne & Howard Jessen

Jesslyn Jobe & Chris Wissman 

Carol Sultan & Gregory Johnson

Audrey & Dave Johnson

Eric Johnson

Sara & Andrew Kahlenberg

Rebekal & William Kaufman

Judith Keller

Regina Keller

Diane Kessler

Rebecca Kliber

Kathleen & Jerry Koeppel

Brenda & Thomas Koester

Kenneth Kosan  

  & Linda Kolbusz-Kosan

Lisa & Steven Kritz

Kermit Krueger

Marti & George Lannert

Stephen Lapthisophon
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Victoria & John Lavigne

Paula & Mark Lawson

Betty & David Lazarus

Betsy & Stephen Lazerow

Peter Lehman

Cynthia Levy

Ted Loda

Colette Lueck

Cheryl Magrini

Miranda Mandel

Thom Mannard

Linda & John Martin

Frank & Linda Mayer

Katherine & Frank Mayer

Sherri Mazzone

Shirley & Stanford McDonald

Sharon & James McGowan

Thomas & Catherine McMenamin

Wendy & Drake Mertes

Donna Metzler

Cynthia & Dennis Miller

Lillian Miller & Michael Kent 

Philip Milsk

Chalmer Moore

Donna Morrison

Florence Munuz

Sara Nadig

William O’Shea

Janet & Ralph Otwell

Maureen Patrick

Lorraine & James Paulissen

Marla Peckler

James Perry

Nancy Pinzke

Monna Ray

Janet & Charles Remen

Martha Richman & Richard Lanyon

Sue Ridgway

James Ridker & Emily Harris 

Gary Riskin

Mary Robbins

Adina & Robert Romain

Nancy & Thomas Ronquillo

Lya & Louis Rosenblum

Helen & Cameron Satterthwaite

Mason Scholl

Tammy & Douglas Scott

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene F. Sikorovsky

Susan Agate & Michael Slutsky

Janet C. Smith

Julie Smith & Roger Stevens 

Gladys & Kenneth Smith

Marilee Spector

Maureen Stimming

Susan Stockman

Barbara & George Stuart

Larua Sudler

Patricia & Carson Thomas

Joy Thornton-Walter

Peter Tracy

Meri Tucker

Hope & David Turner

Peter Tyor

Kristina Valaitis

Anita & Hugh Van Voorst

Merrilee Waldron

Doris Wallace

Mary Jane Welter

Diane & Bruce Wexler

Kay Wissmann

Irene & Frank Wood

Roycealee Wood

Ruth Woods

Jeanie Kendall Young

Cookie & Ron Zachara

Ruth Zekowski

In Kind Donors

ABC 7 Chicago

Arlington Park

Aurora University

Chicago Bulls

Chicago History Museum

Chicago White Sox

Evanston Athletic Club

Frank Lloyd Wright  

These children listen intently during story time at Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House in East St. Louis.
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  Preservation Trust

Lorna Brett Howard

Miriam Kelm

Kingston Mines

Museum of Science and Industry

Old Town School of Folk Music

Palm Restaurant

The Seneca Hotel & Suites

Swissôtel

Tiffany & Co.

WGN-TV Chicago

Honor / Memorial

The following gifts were made in 

someone’s honor or memory. Such 

gifts are designated to Voices’  

Endowment Fund. 

In honor of Anne Slichter  

and Harold Richman

Joy C. Thornton-Walter

In honor of William Gieseke 

Lillian Miller

In honor of Bonnie Wheeler

Sue A. Walton

In memory of Hannah Hirsch

Norman Hirsch and Ann Courter

In honor of Ailiana  

& Elizabeth Ham  

M. Sue Ridgway

In honor of Jerry Stermer

Harold Richman

In honor of Claire and Joe Gregoire

Catherine Coughlin

Board of Directors

Craig R. Culbertson, Hinsdale, Chair

Mina Amir-Mokri, River Forest,  

Vice Chair

Susan J. Irion, Chicago, Vice Chair

Anna Jackson, Carbondale,  

Vice Chair

Joseph A. Gregoire, Chicago,  

Secretary

Thomas A. Robinson, Moline,  

Treasurer

Jeanette Bitter, Chicago

Marvin R. Cohen, Highland Park

Francesca Cooper, Edwardsville

Mary Crego, Bloomington

Ray Hancock, Marion

Betty L. Hutchison, Chicago

Robert S. Johnson, Hinsdale

Tracy T. Johnson, Freeport

Miriam Kelm, Highland Park

Missy Jacobus MacLeod, Chicago

Anthony R. McCain, Bolingbrook

John P. Miller, Westmont

Lynn A. Montei, Elmhurst

John J. Park, Lake Forest

John E. Rhine, Mount Carmel

Alexander Rorke, Evanston

Mark Rosenberg, MD, Chicago

Eva Serrano, LaGrange Park

Joyce A. Smith, East St. Louis

Luz Maria B. Solis, Chicago

Beth Truett, Oak Park

Bowen H. Tucker, Arlington Heights

Staff

Jerry Stermer, President

Jessica Anzaldua, Administrative 

  Assistant

Michelle Arnold, Project Manager

Melissa Baker, Senior Program  

  Associate

Maneesha Date, Senior Policy 

  Analyst

Shawn Gavin, Director of  

  Development

Gaylord Gieseke, Vice President

Pat Gonzalez, Fiscal Manager

Larry Joseph, Director of Budget 

  & Tax Policy Initiative

Dawn Melchiorre, Senior Policy 

  Associate

Sean Noble, Director of Government 

  Relations

Julie Parente, Director of  

  Communications 

Joan Vitale, Director of 

  Community Engagement

Interns

Francisca Penna Bustos

Dania Franco

Laura Pannella Winn

Consultants

Lina Cramer, Illinois Family  

  Partnership Network

Caryn Curry, Illinois Children’s  

  Mental Health Partnership

Renee Haynie-Jackson, Illinois  

  Family Partnership Network

Kim Hubbard, Illinois Family  

  Partnership Network

Ashleigh Kirk, Illinois Children’s 

  Mental Health Partnership

Colette Lueck, Illinois Children’s 

  Mental Health Partnership

Michelle Smith, Illinois Family  

  Partnership Network

Anne Studzinski, Illinois Childhood 

  Trauma Coalition

Letechia Williams, Illinois Family 

  Partnership Network

Voices Leadership Committees

North Shore Voices  

Leadership Committee

Senate District 9

Chair: Jim McGowan, Skokie

13th District Voices  

Leadership Committee 

Senate District 13

Chair: Missy Jacobus MacLeod, 

Chicago

29th District Voices  

Leadership Committee

Senate District 29

Co-chairs: Rosemary Burger,  

Deerfield

Betsy Lazerow, Deerfield

Voices in Action for  

Quad City Children 

Senate District 36

Chair: Sue Swisher, Moline 

Oak Park Voices  

Leadership Committee 

Senate District 39

Chair: Ann Courter, Oak Park

Kankakee County Voices  
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Leadership Committee

Senate District 40

Chair: Pam DeBono, Kankakee

Joliet Voices  

Leadership Committee

Senate District 43

Chair: Dale Evans, Joliet

Stephenson County Voices  

Leadership Committee

Senate District 45

Chair: Dana Keim, Freeport

Central Illinois Voices  

Leadership Committee

Senate District 46

Chair: Farrell Davies, Peoria

West Central Voices  

Leadership Committee

Senate District 47

Chairs: Kelley Giesing, Quincy

Macomb Voices  

Leadership Committee

Senate District 47

Chair: Tara Sewell, Macomb

Springfield Voices  

Leadership Committee

Senate District 50

Chair: John Kelker, Springfield

Champaign-Urbana Project 18 / 

Voices Leadership Committee

Senate District 52

Co-chairs: Brenda Koester, Urbana

Peter Tracy, Urbana

East St. Louis Voices  

Leadership Committee

Senate District 57

Co-chairs: Joyce Smith,  

Washington Park

Roger Richards, Belleville

Southern Illinois Voices  

Leadership Committee

Senate Districts 58 and 59

Chair: Bonnie Wheeler,  

Carterville

Budget & Tax Policy Initiative  

Advisory Committee

Marvin R. Cohen, The Jewish  

  Federation, Chair

Joseph Antolin, Heartland Alliance

Steve Bishop

John Bouman, Sargent Shriver  

  National Center on Poverty Law

H. Woods Bowman,  

  DePaul University

Craig R. Culbertson,  

  McGuire Woods LLP

Shelley A. Davis, Chicago Foundation 

  for Women

J. Thomas Johnson, The Taxpayers’ 

  Federation of Illinois

David Marzhal, Center for Economic 

  Progress

Therese McGuire, Northwestern 

  University

Lawrence Msall, The Civic  

  Federation

Michael A. Pagano, University of  

  Illinois at Chicago

John Rhine, Rhine, Ernest & Vargo

Hank Scheff, AFSCME Council 31

Bowen Tucker

Kids Count Advisory  

Committee

John Bouman, Sargent Shriver  

  National Center on Poverty Law

Mirlene Cadichon, United Way  

  of Metropolitan Chicago

Valerie Chepp, Center for Tax  

  and Budget Accountability

Paula Corrigan-Halpern

Joel B. Cowen, University  

  of Illinois College of Medicine  

  at Rockford

Lina Cramer, Illinois Family  

  Partnership Network

Robert Goerge, Chapin Hall  

  Center for Children at  

  University of Chicago

Joan Kennelly, University of Illinois 

  at Chicago School  

  of Public Health 

Megan Meagher, Campaign for  

  Better Health Care

Gary Morgan, Illinois Department  

  of Public Health

Susan O’Connell, Illinois State 

  Library

Barbara Quinn, Illinois PTA

Anthony Raden, Chicago  

  Department of Children and  

  Youth Services

Nancy Rolock, University of Illinois 

  at Urbana-Champaign

Amy Rynell, Heartland Alliance

Dr. Myrtis Sullivan, Illinois  

  Department of Human Services 

Sue Swisher, Child Abuse Council

Amy Terpestra, Heartland Alliance

Peter Tracy, Champaign County 

  Mental Health Board

Karen Yarbrough, Ounce of  

  Prevention Fund

Campaigns and Coalitions

A+ Illinois

Early Learning Illinois

Economic Analysis and  

  Research Network

Foster Kids Are Our Kids

Healthy Families

Illinois Asset Building Group

Illinois Childhood Trauma Coalition

Illinois Children’s Mental  

  Health Partnership

Illinois Family Partnership Network

Illinois Paid Leave Coalition

Kids Count Network

Make Work Pay Coalition

State Fiscal Analysis Initiative

Voices for America’s Children 

We are grateful for the donations 
of time and resources that have 
made this annual report possible 
— printing and paper by Hewitt 
Associates; photography by Beth 
Rooney (except pgs. 12 and 13, Tom 
Mann, and p. 15, Randy Squires); 
production and design by the Tap-
root Foundation.
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As Voices for Illinois Children celebrates these past 20 years of success,  
it is important to realize that our work is far from over. HUNDREDS OF Thousands 
of children still don’t have the opportunity for success in life that they deserve. 

About one-third 
of kindergarteners

are still unprepared for school. 

One-third of Illinois  
10-to17-year-olds are overweight or at risk 

of being overweight. 

One in 10  
Illinois children

suffers from a mental illness 
severe enough to cause some 
level of impairment,  
but only one in five of them 
receives services. 

One-third of Illinois 
children
Only 3% of all 
children ages 
3 and younger

are receiving Early Intervention  
services; a far cry from the  
estimated 10% of young children 
who are at risk of  
developmental delay. 

are growing up in 
low-income families.



Raising Our Voices

During the coming years, we will continue to seek improvements for 

children in:

•  Education

•  Health

•  Family income security

We are making strides, but we must continue to strengthen our voices so 

that together we can positively affect Illinois for generations to come.

One-third of Illinois  
10-to17-year-olds

We thank you 
in advance for  
your time and support.



Voices for I ll inois  Children
works across all issue areas  

to improve the l ives of children of all ages  

throughout our state  

so they grow up healthy, happy, safe, loved  

and well educated.

208 S. LaSalle Street, Suite 1490, Chicago, Illinois, 60604  

www.voices4kids.org  312-456-0600

B u il  d i n g  b e t t e r  li  v e s




